
How we are failing as a society 
 
We thank Donna Pierre for her article “Boys in cage” in the Trinidad Guardian on March 
30.  Through it, she has helped us to focus on some of the societal issues which can easily 
get masked beneath layers of civility, and remind us of how we, as a society, have 
“hidden away” and failed to provide adequately for those who are most vulnerable. 
      
The preamble to the Constitution of Trinidad and Tobago states that we are “founded on 
the principles that acknowledge the supremacy of God, faith in fundamental rights and 
freedoms, the position of the family in a society of free men (women) and free 
institutions, the dignity of the human person and the equal and inalienable rights with 
which all members of the human family are endowed by their Creator.” 
      
The article and photograph bring home to us the lack of connection between the ideals of 
the Constitution and the reality of how the vulnerable in our society are cared for. 
      
Article 23 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child states that “a mentally or 
physically disabled child should enjoy a full and decent life, in conditions which ensure 
dignity, promote self-reliance and facilitate the child’s active participation in the 
community.” 
      
Keeping young boys caged and naked, even for their own protection, does not constitute 
conditions which ensure dignity and facilitate self-reliance and participation in society. 
      
Furthermore, while we presume that the journalist was motivated by the desire to wake us 
up as a society to the conditions in which the vulnerable and voiceless are kept, we 
contend that the exposure of these men in their full nakedness is a breach of their dignity 
as human beings and a further reminder of their voicelessness and vulnerability. 
      
Even for such a good cause, is it right to violate the privacy of those who cannot give 
their consent to such exposure? 
      
We recognise that many nurses give their lives to the care of the disabled, and do so in 
conditions that are neither humane for them nor for those they care for.  We commend 
their dedication and suggest that the infrastructure problems at St Ann’s should concern 
every citizen of the country. 
      
As a nation, Trinidad and Tobago became a signatory to the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child in 1991, and has designated 2000 “The Year of the Child”. 
      
Can we, during this year, begin to move from a reaction of horror and paralysis at these 
and other sub-human conditions, to action that seeks to implement the ideals of the 
convention and our Constitution? 
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