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RECOMMENDATION 
 
 

 
We recommend that  
 

• A working Social Justice Committee be set up within the Archdiocese, and  
• A full-time post of Social Justice Coordinator be created   

 
 
AIM:  
To promote social justice within the Archdiocese and to make an ‘option for the poor’ incarnate 
in the life of the Church. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES:  
 Inspired by its aim, the objectives of the committee would be: 
 

1. To identify the diverse social justice ‘needs’ of our society in TT and the causes of 
injustices that confront us; 

 
2. To produce a programme of work with clear goals that take into account: 

a) The Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan that is drawn up as a result of the Synodical 
process; 

 
b) Work that is already in process in the Archdiocese/TT to alleviate social injustice; 

 
 
c) Wider issues of injustice across the world.  We all need to think globally and act 

locally.  We cannot afford to be introspective but must stand in solidarity with 
others; in whatever way we can, wherever injustice rears its head.  As Martin 
Luther King said: “An individual has not started living until he can rise above the 
narrow confines of his individualistic concerns to the broader concerns of all 
humanity.” 

 
 



CHURCH TEACHING 
 

One of the 3 discussion questions circulated to all parish priests and deans on January 20th, 2002 
for discussion in parishes and local communities was: 
 

“How are we in our Church addressing social issues 
i. in our local community? 

ii. In the national community?” 
 
This submission focuses specifically on ‘social justice issues’. 
 
As Christians we believe that Christ’s message to us is to love God and to love our neighbour.  
However, one cannot talk about love in a vacuum.  We are bound together by our common 
humanity.  Love is the central mark of the Church and social justice the efficacious, institutional 
and social realization of love.  Love without social justice is like a body without a backbone.  
Therefore, commitment to social justice lies at the heart of Christian Witness.  God’s justice 
demands respect and reverence for all human life.  Christians cannot afford to treat social justice 
questions as peripheral to the Good News.  The biblical concept of justice calls us to stand 
alongside and support those who feel the brunt of injustice.  The struggle for justice and peace is 
the struggle for an order of life that is founded on real spiritual and moral values. 
 
As Catholics, we need to ask ourselves whether as Church in TT, we are a rock of support that 
victims of injustice can rely upon in their struggle against injustice, and whether we are listening 
to what the Holy Spirit is saying about social injustice in our nation and in the world today.  
Oscar Romero stated: “The Church would betray its own love for God and its fidelity to the 
gospel if it stopped being…a defender of the rights of the poor… a humaniser of every legitimate 
struggle to achieve a more just society…that prepares the way for the true reign of God in 
history.” 
 
The mystery of human solidarity and interdependence is such that whenever one human being is 
made to suffer the rest of humanity suffers too and is weakened and threatened.  There can be no 
neutrality in the face of social injustice.  By our actions as Christians, we are called to be beacons 
of the Church’s pastoral, prophetic and priestly concern for social justice.  We are called to give 
genuine and authentic witness to Christ by the quality of our daily lives.  We are a people called 
into being through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ to be a community of reconciliation, love and 
justice.  Injustice should be a common concern for all of us.  We must be doers of the Word and 
not just hearers only.  As Catholics we must connect biblical principles to our everyday lives and 
work. 
 
We believe there is a need for a multi-faceted approach to addressing issues of social injustice in 
our Archdiocese.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church (1992) states that it is the role of the 
laity, ‘to show that they are witnesses and agents of peace and justice’.  (CCC, 2442).  Our 
Catechism also reminds us of the sinful inequalities that affect millions of people: 
 
“Their equal dignity as persons demands that we strive for fairer and more humane conditions.  
Excessive economic and social disparity between individuals and peoples of the one human race 
is a source of scandal and militates against social justice, equity, human dignity, as well as social 
and international peace.” 



 
Each one of us is made in God’s image and likeness and is worthy of respect; to be treated with 
dignity and fairness.  The role of lay people in social justice work of the Archdiocese is 
particularly important.  Lay people are playing an increasingly important part in the official, 
public ministry of the Church at all levels.  It was Pope Pius XII who said that: “Lay believers are 
in the front line of Church life; for them the Church is the animating principle of human society.” 
 
However, as we are told in Christifideles Laici, while lay people are developing the lay ministries 
within the Church, they should not forget the importance of actively engaging in the world in the 
name of Christ, that is, living out their Faith in their daily lives, for example, by extending their 
concern to those in need around them and being prophetic in their efforts to change unjust 
structures. 
 
As well as establishing Archdiocesan-wide structures, it is recognized that since mission is where 
people are, in their parishes, there is a need to inspire all parishioners to work with clergy and 
religious and lay leaders to bring about changes locally and nationally and to celebrate small 
steps.   
 
The promotion of social justice in our Archdiocese needs ongoing support, vitality and 
intellectual grounding.  The documents outlining the social teachings of the Church, taken 
together, are a powerful manifestation of the activity of our prophetic Church.  We are called to 
make this teaching part of our lives so that the Church’s social teaching is lived out in the 
pastoral practice of our Archdiocese and the social commitment of the Catholic community in 
TT. 
 
The Church’s teachings on social justice deal with establishing, maintaining and promoting right 
relationships between persons and the common good of peoples, societies and the entire earth.  
The morality of our choices is based on our vocation to be in communion with one another in the 
family of God according to the message of the Gospel.  Evangelii Nuntiandi sees the struggle for 
justice as a constitutive dimension of preaching the Gospel, and Justice in the World takes this to 
its logical conclusion by committing the Church to an option for the poor, and to practicing 
poverty and justice within its own structures. 
 
The late Cardinal Hume (UK) said: “Our Christian responses can be summed up in three words: 
‘Prayer, Faith, and Action’ – none sufficient on its own, each incomplete without the others.  
“(Letter to priests in Westminster Diocese 1979).   
The need for action is also emphasized by Pope John Paul II who said: 
“A world of justice and peace cannot be created by words alone and it cannot be imposed by 
outside forces: it must be desired and must come about through the contribution of all.  It is 
essential for every human being to have a sense of participating, of being a part of the decisions 
and endeavours that shape the destiny of the world.” 
God is forever calling us to newness of life.  The challenge for us in this Archdiocese is to put 
structures in place that would support the promotion of social justice work in TT and further 
afield.  As an Archdiocese we all need to play a more prophetic role in our concern for and 
influence on social policies in TT generally.  In the words of our present Pope: “the 
condemnation of evils and injustices is part of the ministry of evangelisation…it is an aspect of 
the Church’s prophetic role.”  (SRS 41). 
 



The Church needs at all levels to explain its prophetic role and the relationship between the 
Church and society.  For example, parish priests, religious, pastoral workers, catechists and 
Church organizations should strengthen the promotion of Catholic Social Teaching and its 
implementation.  Catholics and Church organisations should be encouraged to express opinions 
related to justice according to the Church’s social teaching and should employ different strategies 
to affect social policies related to the common good and to basic human rights.  Effective 
formation on social concern is greatly enriched when it is accompanied by a guided exposure to 
realities of life in TT. 
 
On an Archdiocesan level, leaders in the Church should speak up more often on social justice 
issues, as a social conscience and a moral force.  As stated in Gaudium et Spes 76: “The Church 
is not bound to any political system.  But she has the right to pass moral judgements, even on 
matters touching the political order whenever basic personal rights… make such judgements 
necessary.” 
 
We recognise that there are many who are working tirelessly in the area of social but there does 
not appear to be any overall co-ordination of this work in the Archdiocese. 
 
There is a saying: 
 
“A vision without a task is a dream,  
A task without a vision is drudgery 
A vision with a task is the hope of the world.” 
 
As Catholics, we have a vision and an urgent task.  We need to take ownership of these and work 
together to put appropriate structures in place to support this work. 
 
Injustices still disfigure our age.  Today the critical social issues that confront us in TT are many 
and varied.  ( See Appendix 1)) 
 
Many of these social issues are related to the promotion of the sanctity of human life and the 
common good.  We must be unwavering in our desire to protect and preserve the sanctity and 
dignity of all human life.  The ‘option for the poor’ must be seen to be incarnate in the life of our 
Church at local and national level and all religious education must include sensitizing persons to 
the needs of others and how to respond to those needs. 
 
Social concerns also include social exclusion which is a broader concept than poverty, 
encompassing not only low material means but the inability to participate effectively in 
economic, social, political and cultural life, and with some alienation and distance from 
mainstream society.  The numbers of people included in this definition in TT are disturbingly 
large.  The Catholic Church could play a major role in improving understanding of the key 
characteristics of social exclusion, and the impact on it of government policies.  
Concern for protecting the environment, the air we breathe, the water we drink, the soil for 
growing, begins with but is not limited to the local area.  Stewardship of God’s creation and 
environmental justice addresses many interrelated areas.  Our stewardship of our natural 
resources in TT needs to be urgently addressed 
 



When placed in an international context, we know that there is much work to be done 
internationally so that as Christians we can stand in solidarity with those who are the victims of 
injustice.  Martin Luther King Jr. said: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX 1 
 

Some Social Justice Issues that confront us in TT 
 
 

- Poverty 
- Poor health care facilities and inadequate accessibility to medical care by the poor, the 

disabled, the elderly, infants and the mentally ill 
- An inadequate education system 
- Capital punishment 
- Abortion 
- Teen pregnancy 
- Contraception 
- Incest 
- Child abuse 
- Inadequate childcare facilities 
- Homelessness 
- Breakdown of family life and the needs of single parents 
- Domestic violence 
- Drug/substance abuse 
- Alcoholism 
- HIV/AIDS 
- Unemployment 
- Disrespect and lack of care for the elderly and the infirm 
- Disregard for the needs of Youth (see UNDP report: “Youth at risk”) 
- Lack of adequate housing 
- Gender discrimination 
- Racism 
- Lack of gun control 
- Inhumane prison conditions 
- Unsafe neighbourhoods 
- Poor stewardship of our environment 
- Structural injustice 
- Inadequacies in the Criminal Justice System and in the Police Force (see recent report by 

Amnesty International) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



APPENDIX 2 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES/METHODS OF WORKING FOR COORDINATOR & COMMITTEE 
 
In order to achieve the above objectives the Coordinator and Committee will: 
 

• Prepare analyses of current experiences and cases of social injustices (locally, nationally 
and globally?) 

• Keep abreast of developments in relation to social justice; 
• Develop and maintain a database of information/resource base on social justice issues and 

act as a focal point for sharing and disseminating information on such issues with the 
Archdiocese (for Catholics only?  Should it be a lending library or reference library?) 

• Publish a regular newsletter to provide information to parishes (and to the wider society?) 
about social justice issues within the Archdiocese.  The Newsletter could provide 
information about actual and possible Church responses to social injustice to Church 
members and others.  This would be one way to publicise, promote and encourage 
education on the principles of social justice and Catholic social teaching.   

• Develop ways of making good use of local broadcast and print media to promote social 
justice.  This would include producing regular press releases on social justice and the 
publication of timely information on social justice issues in the Catholic News; 

• Publish discussion papers, reports on issues relating to social injustice; 
• Act as a catalyst for activities/events relating to social justice; 
• Organize conferences, seminars, workshops, lectures, exhibitions, drop-in days, open 

days, retreats, vigils; 
• Establish working groups in parishes to prepare the above papers, conferences and so on; 
• Arrange for representation by the Catholic Church at relevant meetings of other 

organizations, both nationally and regionally, secular and religious, where possible; 
• Work collaboratively wherever possible with ecumenical, inter-faith and other partners.  

The Coordinator/Committee would need to develop an effective network of contact with 
individuals/organisations/NGOs/Governments Departments/the business world/other faith 
communities working on/concerned about social justice issues in TT and elsewhere.  
Christians working for social justice cannot restrict themselves to working with each other 
within a closed community.  The Coordinator/Committee would need to work with others 
to create a culture of solidarity in our nation and conditions for dialogue and information 
exchange across the nation.  Christians can be the salt of the earth by working with others 
who are not Christians and by seeking to spread God’s word by example, by the way in 
which we allow Gospel values to be reflected in our daily lives and in our relationship 
with people.  Indeed, such networks could lead to the establishment of collaborative 
activities such as joint funding and programme implementation with those mentioned 
above; 

• Undertake, commission, coordinate and/or support research necessary to the aim and 
objectives outlined above; 

• Prepare contributions, both written and verbal, for Government policy-makers based on 
the experience of projects and individuals in direct contact with social justice issues; 

• Become involved in advocacy and public debate on selected issues relating to social 
injustice.  This would involve working with others to advocate for justice through 
systemic change.  God requires both charity and justice, and justice can often be achieved 



only through the mechanism of Government.  There is increasing scope for work in 
partnership with ecumenical, other faiths and secular allies.  Therefore, the 
Coordinator/Committee may need to campaign e.g. on issues such as housing and prison 
conditions, and lead/join deputations to or lobby MPs, Local Authorities and so on; 

• Encourage good practice by Church groups involved in social justice with regard to 
service provision, advocacy and empowerment.  In Church terms ‘empowerment’ means 
working (and where possible, living) in deprived communities or neighbourhoods in order 
to encourage poor and excluded people to speak out and act on their own behalf and that 
of their neighbourhood.  The Coordinator would need to: 

- Mobilize and involve local parishes – priests, religious and laity – in this 
process of empowerment and work alongside individuals and groups 
already working in these areas 

- Devise and implement strategies that will increase parishioners’ awareness 
of their mission to promote social justice that will allow Catholics to share 
their common humanity, and that will encourage them to commit 
themselves to living the Gospel. 

- Support the work of parishes by gathering, producing and distributing 
information, and resources relating to social justice. 
There is a need to strengthen the integration of social justice into the faith  
life of the parish community and to mobilize parishioners and parish 
resources to assist in the task of promoting social justice.  There are many 
gifts and talents within our faith community and the Coordinator would 
need to work with parishes to identify and draw on the gifts and talents of 
the faithful, including our young people, and assist in building bridges of 
solidarity within and between parishes; 

• Work with Catholics schools to develop more innovative ways to communicate Catholic 
social teaching to students, parents and teachers; to provide civic, human rights and value 
education for students and to encourage students, parents and teachers to participate in the 
social and political affairs of TT, particularly in relation to social justice issues.  This 
would involve encouraging catechists to design and disseminate among their colleagues 
relevant educational programmes/materials on social justice issues for use in Catholic 
schools; 

• Evaluate work undertaken and provide indicators to assess whether the post is making 
progress towards the fulfillment of its aim. 

 
 
 
 
 
May God grant us in our Archdiocese the inspiration and courage to continue the 
struggle to build a community/world where peace is built with justice, and justice is 
guided by love, love of God and love of neighbour.  Let us go forward with courage 
and imagination as stout heralds of our Faith.  Let our rage for social justice be 
channelled constructively as we spread the Good News as joyful, hopeful people.  
May God prompt all our actions and guide all our endeavours.  With courage and 
imagination we will go ahead joyfully in union with the risen Lord.  Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


